
International Journal of Exclusive Global Research - Vol 2 Issue 4 April 
 

Page 1 of 3 
www.ijegr.com 

Meaning, Importance and Objectives of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan in India 

R. Ananthamurthy 
Somashekara 

 
Assistant Prof. of Political Science, Govt. First Grade College, Malur, Kolar District, Karnataka 

Assistant .Prof. of Economics, Govt. First Grade College, Bangarapet, Kolar District, 
Karnataka 

Introduction  

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a Dream of our prime minister. Swachh Bharat Abhiyanis 
started by the government to make India a completely clean India. Clean India was a dream 
seen by the Mahatma Gandhi regarding which he said that, “Sanitation is more important 
than Independence It is a nationwide cleanliness campaign run by the government of India 
and initiated by the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi on 2nd of October in 2014 on 
145th birthday anniversary of the Mahatma Gandhi. This campaign has been launched to 

fulfill the aim of cleanliness all over the India. The Prime Minister has requested the people of 
India to involve in the Swachh Bharat Mission and promote others to do the same for leading 
our country as a best and clean country of the world. This campaign was first initiated by the 
Narendra Modi himself by cleaning the road on the way going to launch the campaign. As 
rightly remarked by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the launching the Clean India 
Mission the roles and responsibilities that every citizen of this country should taken in these 
words “as“India can do it. People of India can do it.” “Is cleaning only the responsibility of the 
karamcharis? Do citizens have no role in this? We have to change this mindset.” “We reached 
Mars. No Prime Minister or Minister went. It was the people who did it, our scientists who did it. 
So can’t we create a Clean India?.“It is our social responsibility as citizens of India to help fulfil 
Gandhiji’s vision of Clean India, by his 150th birth anniversary in 2019.”“If we make it a public 
movement, we can make our country being counted as one among the cleanest nations.” 

Meaning of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a national cleanliness campaign launched by the 
Government of India. This campaign is covering 4041 statutory towns in order to clean roads, 
streets, and infrastructure of the India. It is a mass movement has run to create a Clean India 
by 2019. It is a step ahead to the Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of Swachh Bharat for healthy and 
prosperous life. This mission was launched on 2October 2014. The mission has been 
implemented to cover all the rural and urban areas of the India under the Ministry of Urban 
Development and the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.  This mission has targeted to 
solve the sanitation problems as well as better waste management all over the India by 
creating sanitation facilities to all. 

Importence of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 

Swachh Bharat mission is very important to run continuously in India until it its goals 
are realized. It is very essential for the people in India to really get the feeling of physical, 

mental, social and intellectual well-being. It is to make living status advance in India in real 
means which can be started by bringing all over cleanliness. It is really very essential to 
eliminate the open defecation in India as well as making available toilets facility to everyone. 

Need for the Mission 

1. It is needed in India to convert the insanitary toilets into flushing toilets. 

2. It is necessary in order to eradicate the manual scavenging system. 

3. It is to implement the proper waste management through the scientific processes, hygienic 
disposal, reuse, and recycling of the municipal solid wastes. 

4. It is to bring behavioral changes among Indian people regarding maintenance of personal 
hygiene and practice of healthy sanitation methods. 
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5. It is to create global awareness among common public living in rural areas and link it to the 
public health. 

6. It is to support working bodies to design, execute and operate the waste disposal systems 
locally. 

7. It is to bring private-sector participation to develop sanitary facilities all through the India. 

8. It is to make India a clean and green India. 

9. It is necessary to improve the quality of life of people in rural areas. 

10. It is to bring sustainable sanitation practices by motivating communities and Panchayati 
Raj Institutions through the awareness programmes like health education. 

11. It is to bring the dream of Bapu to really come true. 

Swachh Bharat Mission in Urban Areas 

The Swachh Bharat Mission of urban areas aims to cover almost 1.04 crore households 
in order to provide them 2.6 lakhs of public toilets, 2.5 lakhs of community toilets together 
with the solid wastes management in every town. Community toilets have been planned to be 
built in the residential areas where availability of individual household toilets is difficult and 
public toilets at designated locations including bus stations, tourist places, railway stations, 
markets, etc. Cleanliness programme in the urban areas (around 4,401 towns) have been 
planned to be completed over five years till 2019. The costs of programmes are set like Rs 
7,366 crore on solid waste management, Rs 1,828 crore on public awareness, Rs 655 crore on 
community toilets, Rs 4,165 crore on individual household toilets, etc. Programmes which 
aims at achieving complete Open Defecation Free status by converting unsanitary toilets into 
flush toilets, eradicating manual scavenging, bring behavioral changes among public, and 
solid waste management. 

Gramin Swachh Bharat Mission 

Graminswachhbharat mission is a mission implementing cleanliness programmes in the 
rural areas. Earlier the Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan (also called Total Sanitation campaign, TSC) 
was established by the Government of India in 1999 to make rural areas clean however now it 
has been restructured into the Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin). This campaign is aimed to 
make rural areas free of open defecation till 2019 for which the cost has been estimated is one 
lakh thirty four thousand crore rupees for constructing approximately 11 crore 11 lakh toilets 
in the country. There is a big plan of converting waste into bio-fertilizer and useful energy 
forms. This mission involves the participation of gram panchayat, panchayat samiti and 
ZillaParishad.  

Following are the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission which have been briefed below 

1. To improve quality of life of people living in the rural areas. 

2. Motivate people to maintain sanitation in rural areas to complete the vision of Swachh 
Bharat by 2019. 

3. To motivate local working bodies (such as communities, Panchayati Raj Institutions, etc) to 
make available the required sustainable sanitation facilities. 

4. Develop advance environmental sanitation systems manageable by the community 
especially to focus on solid and liquid waste management in the rural areas. 

5. To promote ecologically safe and sustainable sanitation in the rural areas. 

Swachh Bharat-Swachh Vidyalaya Campaign 

The Swachh Bharat SwachhVidyalaya Campaign runs by the Union Ministry of Human 
Resource Development having same objectives of cleanliness in the schools. A big programme 
was organized under it from 25th of September 2014 to 31st of October 2014 in the 
KendriyaVidyalayas and NavodayaVidyalyaSangathans where lots of cleanliness activities were 



International Journal of Exclusive Global Research - Vol 2 Issue 4 April 
 

Page 3 of 3 
www.ijegr.com 

held such as discussion over various cleanliness aspects in the school assembly by the 
students, teachings of Mahatma Gandhi related to cleanliness, cleanliness and hygiene topics, 
cleaning activities (in the class rooms, libraries, laboratories, kitchen sheds stores, 
playgrounds, gardens, toilets, pantry areas, etc), cleaning of statue in the school area, speech 
over the contribution of great people, essay writing competition, debates, art, painting, film, 
shows, role plays related to hygiene including other many activities on cleanliness and 
hygiene. It has also been planned to hold half an hour cleaning campaign in the schools twice 
a week involving the cleanliness activities by the teachers, students, parents and community 
members. 
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